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Friday 18th January 2019 

Dear Children, Parents and Staff, 

  

This week Mrs Briscoe and I have carried out some monitoring observations of Phonics 

lessons in Classes 1 and 2.  It has been good to join lessons and see how much the children 

have learned since September.  The children are certainly enjoying their daily learning 

activities and gaining confidence in using phonics language.  We have both been pleased 

with the progress in recognising letter names, alongside the different phonemes (sounds 

/ jobs) that they do in segmenting and blending words. 

  

Mrs Hitchen and Mrs Midgley attended a day of Mental Health and Wellbeing Level 3 

training on Wednesday. They worked alongside staff from other local schools and      

Compass Buzz.  

  

Malawi Week 
 

Next week is ‘Malawi Curriculum Week’ at school and the children will be learning around 

the theme of Malawi.  John Midgley, our Chair of Governors will be introducing the week 

with an assembly on Monday to share what daily life is like for children who live in        

Malawi.  We will be developing everyone’s understanding and appreciation of differences 

in the way we live. We hope to write to a school in Malawi and tell them about where we 

live.  The School Council are planning to hold a special fundraising breakfast at the end of 

this half term, to support the cost of installing a bore hole in the village we have been 

supporting.     
 

 How can you help your child this term? 
 

We know you like to have ways for supporting your children outside of school time and 

thought you might be able to help to; 
 

 Support our New Year’s resolution of getting a good night’s sleep so that we are 

awake, alert and ready to learn each day 

 

 Ensure your child attends school regularly and arrives promptly to start the day on 

time with the rest of their class. 
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 Discus and monitor your child’s screen time, independent use of online gaming and 

approaches to being safe online (http://www.kidsmart.org.uk/) 

 

 Listen to children read regularly and talk about texts you share, checking compre-

hension and understanding 

 

 Practise weekly spellings 

 

 Support children with setting time aside to complete homework tasks. 

 

 Help your child to remember to bring their PE kit and trainers to school on the    

correct day 

 

The Staff and I really appreciate having such supportive families and value your ongoing 

support – thank you. 

 

And finally … 

 

I received a letter from Rt Hon Julian Smith MP for Skipton and Ripon today            

congratulating everyone at our school for raising the proportion of children achieving 

the expected standard in reading, writing and mathematics at the end of Key Stage 2. 

We are all very proud that our school results improved, increasing the number of      

children who not only met age related expectations but in fact achieved in excess of the 

national average.  
 

I wish you all a lovely weekend and look forward to seeing everyone on Monday morning. 
 

Kind regards 

 

Barry 
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 Airton Class 

 

This week we have introduced our topic of 'superheroes'.  In literacy, we have written character descrip-

tions about known superheroes, and then collated a bank of similies to create sentences about 'Superhero 

Me!'  In our maths lessons, we have been looking at number patterns - counting in twos and fives and find-

ing 1 and 10 more or less than any 2 digit number.  On Monday, we introduced our new geography topic of 

'Our Local Area'.  We talked about where we live and identified who lives furthest away and who lives 

nearest to the school.  A survey of how we travel to school was also carried out.  In P.E this half term, we 

are focusing on dances from around the world.  This week we watched clips of Irish dancing and had a try 

at it ourselves.  We managed to learn a simple circle dance.  Next week, to tie in with our whole school 

learning about Malawi, we will be learning how to do an African dance. 

Homework this week is to explore the country of Malawi and find out a few facts in preparation for our 

learning on Monday.  This can be presented however you wish.   

Have a lovely weekend everyone. 

 

Pupil of the week: Alex, for her enthusiasm towards working in school and at home. 

Maths Maestro: Asha, for identifying one/ten more or less in sections of 100 square. 

 
Cracoe Class 

 
This week in Literacy we have been writing imaginative stories. We rolled the story die to find 3 objects 

that we had to include in our story and then started to think about how we could include them in our writ-

ing. We wrote our stories this morning, some are very imaginative! Our writing targets helped us to focus 

on our writing and some of us now have stars on our writing target pencils. In numeracy we have been look-

ing at weight and mass. We used the scales earlier in the week to weigh classroom objects. Towards the 

end of the week we solved problems involving different weights, we even converted grams to kilograms and 

vice versa. In Art with Mrs Whitley we created buildings and vehicles to display on our Local Area board. 

Yesterday afternoon we started our Science topic of Seasonal Change - we recorded what we know already 

and we look forward to finding out more. We had great fun on Wednesday afternoon when we went swim-

ming. Everyone did very well and we are excited about our future lessons over the next few weeks. 

 

Pupil of the week: Theo, for an imaginative story. 

Maths Maestro: Martha, for great problem solving skills. 

 

Farnhill Class 

This week in Farnhill class we have been so busy! The week seems to have flown by. In English we have 

found out about our new class text, ‘Stig of the Dump’. The class have been finding and sporting infor-

mation from the text such as people, places, times and main events so far. We have been exploring Barney 

and Stig’s personalities and appearances from what we know so far. In mathematics we have been looking at 

telling and writing the time using an analogue clock to the nearest minute past the hour and to the hour. 

Additionally, we have been working on a digital clock telling the time to the nearest 15-minute interval. In 

science, the children investigated friction and gravity by using a toy care and a number of different sur-

faces. We identified what it takes to ensure a fair test and the variables that could make our results un-

fair. In computing we have been developing on our programming skills by beginning code our maze games 

which the children have really enjoyed. Have a great weekend, see you all on Monday! 

Pupil of the week: Sam, for showing resilience and promise throughout the week. 

Maths maestro: Sylvie, for her continued effort and commitment to understand analogue and digital 

clocks. 
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Linton Class 

It has been a very busy week in Class 4; in maths we have been working on using inverse operation to find 

missing numbers and solve problems. With Mrs Wolstenholme we have been improving our skills in plotting 

and finding co-ordinates, some of us did this in 4 quadrants. We have also been finding equivalent fractions, 

which we will continue with next week.  

Our science lesson was very exciting this week, we were investigating gravity and friction. Year 4 used a 

Newtonmetre to measure the pull of gravity, then tested how many Newtons were needed to move a shoe 

on different surfaces. Year 5 increased the height of a ramp and measured how far a car travelled at dif-

ferent heights, then repeated this on different surfaces but kept the height the same. We seemed to take 

over the whole school! 

In English we are now enjoying our text of Kensuke’s kingdom by Michael Morpurgo. We are using it to im-

prove our comprehension skills. We looked at 2 characters and made deductions about what we know and 

what we thought we know, followed by how the character felt. We have also revised the use of apostro-

phes- always a tricky concept. 

In P.E. we are improving our fitness with circuit activities and with Sports Cool we are enjoying gymnastics. 

Pupil of the week: Daisy, for growing confidence and independence. 

Maths Maestro: Esme, for great calculations with 4 operations. 

 

Grassington Class 

In Maths we have continued to revise formal methods of calculation by looking at short division and have 

completed a division challenge. As usual we are trying hard to remember x-table facts and encourage every-

one to keep practising. Yesterday we moved onto BODMAS so still need accurate calculations. 

Our English topic at the moment is based on a book by Shaun Tan called 'Eric'. The story highlights what it 

feels like to be an 'outsider' and we have used this to generate lots of meaningful discussion and ideas. This 

work links well with PHSE where we have been thinking about the plight of refugees. 

We finished off our electricity topic with an assessment session so we are now ready to move on to 

'Evolution and Inheritance' after the break for 'Malawi Week'-which we are really looking forward to. 

 

Maths Maestro: Wilf, for confident work using BODMAS. 

Pupil of the Week: Amber, for showing great Year 6 behaviour. 

 

 

BRADLEY SCHOOL LOTTERY 

 

Congratulations to Jo Dortona, who was the lucky Bradley School  lottery winner last week. 

Congratulations Congratulations Congratulations  Congratulations Congratulations Congratulations 
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Mrs Kirwin’s kind requests 

 

 Please pay dinner money on Mondays for the week ahead to keep your child’s 

ParentPay account up to date, you child’s dinner money account should never be in 

arrears. 

 If your child is poorly, can you please ring our absence line before 9.00am, the 

school office can then let your child’s teacher know and the kitchen know, you can 

leave a message at anytime before 9.00am. 

 If you would like to register your interest for our before and after school       

provision and haven’t done so, please email admin@bradleysboth.n-yorks.sch.uk 

 We have received 23 out of 27 swimming payments for class 2, if you would like to 

pay for your child’s swimming programme, we would be very very grateful.  
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Dates for the diary 

 30.1.19 Class 2 swimming  

 30.1.19 Friends coffee afternoon 3pm 

 1.2.19 Friends Movie Night 6pm tbc 

 6.2.19 Class 2 swimming  

 12.2.19 KS2 Cross Country at Cliffe Castle 

 13.2.19 Class 3 open assembly 9.00am 

 13.2.19 Class 2 swimming  

 19.2.19 Class 3 Nell Bank visit 

 20.2.19  Open doors 8.40am 

 20.2.19 Class 2 swimming  

 22.2.19 School closes for February half term holidays 

 

 

NB: Due to the Friends Movie Night on Friday 1st February, there will be no  

Drama club that week. Thank you 


